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A Study on the Possibility of Transmedia Storytelling in Korean
Historical History: Focusing on the Drama <The Red Sleeve>

Eunkyung Chin, Korea University

Seijoon Park, Duksung Women’s University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to predict the specificity and effectiveness of the
possibility of developing transmedia content using Korean historical dramas
(K-historical dramas). Since the broadcast of "Kingdom," "K-historical drama"
has become a genre in the global content market as overseas fans are interested.
In this situation, it is necessary to analyze the possibility of transmedia storytelling
to improve the competitiveness of Korean content. MBC's "The Red Sleeve"
which recently ended with high ratings, is still difficult to see as a transmedia
storytelling. However, <The Red Sleeve> has exceeded the basics of transmedia
storytelling, which is to expand to various platforms.

The content of this study confirmed that transmedia storytelling in <The Red
Sleeve> has the characteristics of multiple media, single unified story or
experience, and avoidance of redundancy between media. <The Red Sleeve>
expanded to multiple media by expanding to original novels, dramas, web novels,
webtoons, as well as music, YouTube, and spin-offs. In the universe of the "Joseon
Dynasty's King Jeongjo Era," the relationship between the court ladies and their
subjects, focusing on the main characters Jeongjo and Deokim, was illuminated
in love and life. This is a single unified story or experience in all media. In
order to avoide of redundancy between media, the drama showed the "expansion"
of characters, the "extension" of the story of extramarital affairs in web novels,
and the "transition" of users’ modifications on YouTube.

The result of this study is that "The Red Sleeve" is a transmedia storytelling
that is highly likely. Transmedia storytelling is about characters with sufficient

backstories and conflicts in a well-developed world talking through various media.
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In a sense, a movie, drama, or novel that uses historical facts as a source narrative
can be seen as "transmedia storytelling" in itself. This is because the content
has shifted from the medium of historical records to the medium of movies,
dramas, novels, and games. In the Anglo-American region, content based on
history, such as <The Red Sleeve>, is often produced as movies, dramas, novels,
and games. Given that the contents of the King Jeongjo era have been covered

in various media, we look forward to more examples of transmedia storytelling.

Keywords: Transmedia, Transmedia Storytelling, Korean Historical Drama, The

Red Sleeve, King Jeongjo, Royal Noble Consort Ui-Bin Seong
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