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A Study on the Sense of Place and
Regional Branding of Yongsan

SeiJoon Park, Korea University
Eunkyung Chin, Korea University
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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to find the elements necessary to strengthen the
sense of place for the success of the regional brandingg of Yongsan. The reasons
why the Yongsan branding needs to be successful are as follows. Yongsan's
current sense of place is more negative than positive. For this change in sense
of place, it is necessary to discover a new element, not a negative locational
element. The reason why Yongsan wants to change its negative sense of place
while discovering a new element is to heal the disasters of 2008 and 2022.
The content of this study is that it was a U.S. military base, the electronic
shopping mall, and Itaewon, representing the sense of place of Yongsan. And
they revealed that they contributed to the brand of Yongsan by experiencing
their own accumulation of meaning and time. However, they can no longer
contribute for a number of reasons. This is because the location of U.S. military
bases and electronic shopping malls has disappeared, and the sense of place of
Itaewon has changed since 2022. It is the confectionery industry and literature
that are presented to replace this. The result of this study is that the use of the
confectionery industry and literature can help establish branding that utilizes
Yongsan's sense of place. Yongsan is currently the home of Korea's three largest
confectionery companies, and eight confectionery companies were located in
Yongsan during Japanese colonial era. Yongsan is the hometown of Na Do-hyang,

the author of "Sam-ryong-i," and appears in many works, including "Love and
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Sin" by Yeom Sang-seop, as the background of modern and contemporary
literature. The confectionery industry and literature are in themselves the places
that replace the electronic shopping malls and U.S. military bases, and they are

the mechanisms to heal the Itaewon and Yongsan disasters.

Keywords: Yongsan, Regional Branding, Sense of Place, Confectionery Industry,
Na Dohyang
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