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Abstract

Most countries in Europe failed to contain COVID-19, resulting in many confirmed
cases and deaths. This has resulted in multiple European nations implementing
large-scale lockdowns. Sweden on the other hand emphasized trust and civic
responsibility to maintain social distancing. Due to the lack of lockdowns, Sweden
has been criticized internationally for relying on a herd immunity strategy. This
despite multiple statements from both the Swedish government and Public Health
Agency stating that herd immunity has never been the national strategy. In this
text the Swedish COVID-19 strategy will be explained, as well as some of the

cultural & societal background which is necessary to understand it.
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