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Agenda Change of Disability Right Movements and Dynamics
of Policy Formation: From Physical Disabilities to
Developmental Disabilities

Jun Gi Heo, Gwangju Public Agency for Social Service

Abstract

This study examines how the evolving agenda and actors of the disability
movement in South Korea, particularly with regard to developmental disabilities,
are reflected in disability policy. Addressing the limitations of previous research
that has treated the history of the disability movement and policy studies separately,
this study adopts a power resource theory to provide a more comprehensive
analysis of the interaction between social movements and policy formation.
To move beyond linear, chronological narratives, the study employs a case study
methodology that enables multilayered analysis, supported by extensive literature
review. First, it identifies the shifting patterns of disability types through changes
in the key agendas of the Korean disability movement. Second, it confirms that
South Korean disability policy has undergone transformation with a growing focus
on developmental disabilities—evident in the continued expansion of related
budgets and the enactment of new legislation, including the 2014 Act on the
Guarantee of Rights and Support for Persons with Developmental Disabilities.
Third, it illustrates that the disability movement can function as a primary driver
of policy formation, as demonstrated by the adoption of movement demands in
election pledges and national policy agendas.

By analyzing the interrelation between the disability movement and policy, this
study offers a more multidimensional understanding of the history of the Korean
disability movement. This approach enables a simultancous examination of the
movement's trajectory and policy changes, providing evidence that social

movements can play a significant role in shaping social policy within the field
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of disability. Furthermore, the analysis of contemporary South Korean cases helps

to clarify the extent to which movements led by people with disabilities influence

policy development.

Keywords: Disability Right Movements, Disability Policy, Developmental
Disabilities, Physical Disabilities
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