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Urban Regeneration Strategy through
Agamben's Concept of Secularization:
Focusing on the Cheoram Coal Mine History Town

So Yeon Yang, Gukje Cyber University

Abstract

This study examines Cheoram Coal Mine History Town as a case of industrial
heritage-based urban regeneration and analyzes the process of spatial meaning
construction through the theoretical framework of dispositif, profanation, and
contemporaneity proposed by Giorgio Agamben. The Cheoram Coal Mine History
Town, developed after the decline of the coal industry, functions as a cultural
space that represents the living environment and industrial memories of a mining
community. However, beyond a simple historical exhibition site, the space has
evolved into a complex structure where policy discourse, tourism strategies, and
local memories intersect.

This study employs literature review and case analysis to examine the formation
process and spatial composition of the site. By applying the concept of dispositif,
the research analyzes how institutional exhibitions organize and reproduce specific
historical narratives. Furthermore, the concept of profanation is used to interpret
how everyday experiences of local residents interact with exhibition structures,
creating new modes of spatial use. The study also applies the concept of
contemporaneity to explore how industrial heritage spaces generate temporal
layers that reconnect the past with present experiences.

The findings suggest that the Cheoram Coal Mine History Town operates as
a cultural dispositif that institutionalizes industrial memory while simultaneously
containing the potential for profanation through the coexistence of exhibition and
everyday life. This spatial structure reveals temporal gaps between past and

present, thereby producing contemporaneity as a cultural experience. This study
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contributes to expanding theoretical discussions on industrial heritage by

interpreting urban regeneration not merely as preservation but as a dynamic

process of meaning production.
Keywords: Cheoram Coal Mine History Town, Agamben, Dispositif, Profanation,

Contemporaneity
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