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Rethinking Fascism: Korean Social Specificity and the
Adaptation of Fascism Theory after December 3th Martial Law

Jae Young Song, Chung-Ang University

Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of fascism that has emerged as a sharp
source of social conflict in South Korea following the December 3th martial
law. It aims to identify the specific characteristics of this phenomenon. It also
seeks to develop a theoretical interpretation appropriate to those characteristics.
The January 19th Riot riot at the Seoul Western District Court, which occurred
after the imposition of martial law, can be regarded as a representative fascism
phenomenon. It was marked by the conjunction of mass mobilization and the
exercise of violence. If this incident is understood as a counter-movement of
the far right, it becomes possible to trace changes in its participants. These changes
can be observed across far-right counter-movements, from the 2016 to the 2025.
Corresponding transformations in collective affect can also be inferred. Together,
these shifts constitute one of the defining specificities of contemporary fascism
phenomena in South Korean society.

In order to comprehend and prevent the fascistic tendency of the far-right that
is currently spreading, it is necessary to recognize the specific conditions of Korean
society. In this context, neither far-right nationalism nor gender discourse alone
forms the central axis of conflict. It is therefore necessary to reconstruct existing
theories of fascism in accordance with this specificity. To this end, this study
examines the insights offered by Adorno’s critique of the far right and the
possibilities suggested by Paxton’s definition of fascism as a form of political
movement. Finally, it evaluates how these perspectives can contribute to interpreting

fascism phenomena that have emerged since the December 3th martial law.

Keywords: Fascism, Far-Right, Hate, January 6th Riot, January 19th Riot
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